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If you could pick a 
slogan for Columbia, 

what would it be?
+ NATALIE MAGGIORE

SHEILA 
DUNDON, 58
“I’d say, ‘A liberal 
community in the 
doughnut hole of 
conservatism’ because 
most of the county is 
conservative except 
for Columbia.” 

KEN LYLE, 60
“Maybe, ‘More than 
you would expect’ 
because there’s a lot 
to be surprised about.” 

HAFSA 
LODHI, 22
“I’d say, ‘Have fun with 
diversity’ because it’s 
a mix of small town 
and big city, and it’s a 
lot of fun with all the 
diversity.”

LYDIA CURRY, 30
“I’d say, ‘The best 
college town in mid-
Missouri’ because for 
such a small town, 
there’s so much to do, 
and it’s unexpected.”

CALLIE 
LOCKHART, 23 
“I’d say, ‘Where 
nature and art collide’ 
because that’s what 
I love most about 
Columbia.” 

REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE ... and 
rethink. Mark Haim tacks on the fourth 
R, which he says should come before the 
other three. 

Haim moved to Columbia from 
New York in 1971 and has been a 
community activist ever since. He 
encourages environmental consciousness 
through Mid-Missouri Peaceworks, 
an organization founded in 1982 that 
maintains the Center for Sustainable 
Living. Peaceworks also helps coordinate 
Columbia’s Earth Day Festival each 
spring in the District. 

The celebration will take place 
Sunday downtown and in Peace Park. 
Attendees can learn more about the 
environmental movement by visiting Eco 
Avenue, a block of informational booths 
on Elm Street. People should come to 
have a good time, Haim says. 

They should also keep their eyes 
and minds open so they can take in 
information and make sustainable 
living improvements in their lives and 
community. 

+ CLAIRE LANDSBAUM
 
How does Peaceworks use its 
involvement in Columbia’s Earth 
Day Festival as a springboard to 
spread its message? 
We have multiple hats at Earth Day 
because we are part of the Earth Day 
Coalition. We essentially are there when 
thousands of people come downtown for 
Earth Day, and it’s an opportunity for us 
to reach out and share information about 
the issues we’re working on and about 
ways to get involved. On one level we’re 
organizing the event, and we’re also at the 
event as exhibitors sharing information.  

What about anti-war and 
environmental issues sparks your 
interest?
I’m a human being. You live in a world, 
you see what the world looks like, and you 
essentially want for people to be healthy, 

happy and at peace with each other. When 
you see things being done to the Earth 
that are unsustainable, you want to do 
something about it.

Do you think Columbia has public 
policies in place that encourage 
sustainable living?
We have some though not nearly what 
we should. I think there’s a lack of a crisis 
mindset. Recognizing a crisis doesn’t 
mean you freak out; it means you take 
serious action. I think the message we 
need to convey is that if we’re going to 
live sustainably, we have to really plan 
things and do things right.

What programs do you think 
should be implemented to make 
Columbia more sustainable?
You could come up with some kind 
of incentive program for people 
planting gardens in their backyards for 
growing food. Try to get neighborhood 
associations to hold workshops to train 
people how to grow their own food. If you 
want there to be fewer SUVs and more 
hybrid cars on the road, put a tax on gas-
guzzlers, and give a rebate to people who 
buy efficient cars.

What is the biggest environmental 
issue Columbia faces?
Any of the local issues are just local 
manifestations of that global issue. 
Columbia is growing and sprawling. 
That’s a problem because it means that 

people are using a lot more gasoline. It’s 
not like there’s this egregious local 
environmental threat. It’s more that we’ve 
got these big-picture problems that the 
planet is facing, and we’ve got local 
manifestations thereof.

Do you think environmental 
education is taking effect around 
Columbia?
The glass is half-empty and half-full. 
Certainly there are people who have 
changed their behaviors. Is it enough 
people? No. Are we having the effect we’d 
like? Partially but not enough. There’s 
always a sense that we could and should 
be doing more. It’s not like we feel like we 
haven’t had any positive effects — we have 
— but there’s so much more that needs to 
be done.

What can people do in Columbia 
to rethink their impact on the 
environment?
Every person each day makes literally 
hundreds of decisions. Each time we make 
a decision, we need to think what are the 
impacts of our actions. It’s just a matter 
of trying to be conscious. For some 
people, there can be a well-thought-out 
change they make at one point in time. It 
is not one size fits all, but it is a matter of 
thinking. It’s a matter of trying to spend 
enough time to process what the choices 
are. It’s not about feeling bad about what 
you’re doing. It’s a matter of wanting to 
do what’s right.

One activist helps 
Columbians go 
green with the 
downtown 
Earth Day Festival   

MARK HAIM

Mark Haim, who helps organize Columbia’s Earth Day Festival, says the goal is to raise 
awareness about the importance of a clean environment. Photograph by ROXANA POP
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