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2014 TRUE/FALSE FILM FEST > GENDER POLITICS IN A TRUE/FALSE Q

This post was written by Claire Landsbaum.

Ninth Street was a wind tunnel. Outside of Missouri Theatre the queue inched forward,
huddled under hats and into scarves, waiting to enter a film screening. True/False
weekend was in full swing.

A couple stood halfway down the line. With nothing else to do but shudder, they passed
the time by people-watching. “Look at her features, aren’t they chic? And her boots?”

A nod from the husband.

“Wow, did you see her dress,” he asked, a little wistfully.

A nod and a knowing smile from the wife. Then the Queen walked by.

A Queue Queen, that is – a True/False staple, and a guru for those new to the film festival.
He was dressed head-to-toe in Victorian costume. He wore a sweeping gray wool skirt, a
matching gray cropped jacket, a white lace shirt with ruffles at the bust, black gloves and
shoes, and a gray wig wrapped into a bun at the nape of his neck. As he walked away
toward the front of the line, the wife pounced.

“Look at him!” she said to his backside. “The sad thing is he looks a hundred times better
in that skirt than I ever could. I wish I had his hips!”

The husband fished for the right thing to say.

“You mean no hips at all?”

The mood shifted from pleasant to tense in a half-second. The wife glared sideways at her
husband. This was not the first time, it seemed, that a man in woman’s clothing had come
between them.

“Why does it bother you so much,” she asked, venom in her voice.

The husband winced, caught in her trap. She turned from him, disdain evident in her
pursed lips.

Not knowing what to say, the husband clammed up and shifted his weight from foot to
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If you enjoyed this article, please consider sharing it!    

foot, arms crossed over his chest. Brow furrowed, eyes morose, he silently took the fall for
his wife’s prejudice. She had bated him. Disturbed by what she had seen, she’d projected
her own discomfort onto her husband. She’d blamed him for it, and it apparently wasn’t
the first time.

The Queen wandered back down the line to see if anyone had questions. Ten more
minutes, he announced. The husband, wrapped in silence, didn’t notice. The wife’s
narrowed eyes followed him.

(Photo on the homepage: Missourian/Nick Agro)
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