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Some 20-SomethingS are full of 
crazy dreams and grand ideas about what 
their lives will become. Some 40-somethings 
are wondering where those dreams went as 
they sit in cubicles. In her new book, The 
Interestings, Meg Wolitzer follows six of 
these budding 20-somethings into their 40s 
and beyond as their dreams materialize and 
evaporate.

Although she wrote her first book, 
Sleepwalking, in 1982, Wolitzer didn’t gain 
critical recognition until 
Surrender, Dorothy in 
2000. With her eleventh 
novel, Wolitzer’s style 
and sense of human 
understanding comes 
to a head and carries 
universal appeal.

Wolitzer’s novel is 
a chronicle about idyllic 
dreamers and what 
happens to the talented.

Six friends meet in 
the summer of 1974 at 
Spirit-in-the-Woods, an 
artsy, mythical camp for 
an artsy, mythical group 
of people. Jules Jacobsen, 
formerly known as 
Julie but re-christened 
that summer by her 
new group of friends, 
drives The Interestings. 
A gawky, blotchy red-
head from the suburbs 
of Long Island, Jules is 
invited to a late-night 
powwow by the beautiful 
and sensitive Ash. 

She introduces Jules to the gang: 
her wolfish, charismatic older brother, 
Goodman; an unusually ugly but super-
talented cartoonist, Ethan Figman; Johan 
Bay, a gorgeous, gifted guitarist; and Cathy 
Kiplinger, a dancer wise beyond her years.

Stimulated with weed and vodka, the 
group gathers in a teepee, and its members 
name themselves The Interestings because, 
says Ethan, “We are clearly the most 
interesting people who ever lived.”

And they are interesting. Wolitzer’s 
ambitious novel sprawls over decades and 
examines the characters’ talents and where 
these talents take them. 

Through their teen years and into 
20s and middle age, some are enormously 
successful. 

Ethan becomes a world-famous animator 
with a TV show that grosses millions of 
dollars. Ash, whom Ethan marries, finds 
her niche in directing feminist plays but 

wouldn’t have been 
successful without her 
husband’s money.

Meanwhile, Jules 
has to give up her 
dream of comedic 
acting to enter a more 
practical occupation, 
psychotherapy. 

She lends the reader 
her perspective as she 
sees everything with 
an eye that’s naive and 
piercing in its naïveté. 
Wolitzer favors her and 
gives her the best lines, 
piercing observations and 
a demeanor that endears 
her to the reader. 

Wolitzer’s prose 
is simple, her dialogue 
compelling and her 
setting, New York City, 
somewhat of a seventh 
character.

Although a few plot 
twists take the reader by 
surprise, the people are 
what make the novel so 

lovable. 
In the end, after experiencing their 

trials and tribulations, the reader comes 
to the same realization Jules does — that 
life is “a sequence of longing and envy and 
self-hatred and grandiosity and failure and 
success, a strange and endless cartoon loop 
that you couldn’t stop watching, because, 
despite all you knew by now, it was still so 
interesting.”

+ claire landsbaum
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Janet malcolm iS Back with a 
new collection of essays to add to anticipated 
releases out this spring. 

In her newest array, Forty-One False 
Starts, Malcolm weaves together stories from 
her writing career, where previous pieces 
have been published in The New Yorker and 
The New York Review of Books. 

The essays illustrate her love for 
artists and their works. She writes about 
Edith Wharton, Edward Weston and even 
Gossip Girl author Cecily von Zeigesar. 
An assortment of painters, photographers, 
writers and critics are also profiled. 

The title references one of the 
collection’s stories that was originally 
published in The New Yorker. In it, Malcolm 
tries 41 times to profile postmodern artist 
David Salle. 

The details Malcolm captures in her 
writings are what make her style stand out. 
They are meticulous, razor sharp and leave 
nothing to chance. 

+ rachel Kiser

author tom drury haS written 
for The New Yorker and Harper’s Magazine, 
and he was named one of Granta’s “Best 
Young American Novelists.” His latest work, 
Pacific, is the long-awaited follow-up to his 
debut novel, The End of Vandalism. 

Set again in Grouse County, character 
Micah Darling returns for another 
adventure. Micah travels to Los Angeles 
to visit his mother, who abandoned him 
seven years before. A feeling of freedom 
overcomes Micah as he makes new friends, 
experiments with new drugs and finds a new 
love, Charlotte, an intriguing and troubled 
equestrienne. 

Meanwhile, in the Midwest, a woman 
shows up with a mission to unsettle the lives 
of everyone she meets. Micah’s half-sister 
becomes a victim as she struggles with 
feelings of abandonment from growing up 
in foster care. From the country to the city, 
everyday life reveals dark and disturbing 
identities. 

+ laura d’anGelo


