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FIFTEEN YEARS IS A LONG TIME. In the music industry, 
it’s practically Paleolithic.

But for Justin Pierre, Joshua Cain, Jesse Johnson and 
Matt Taylor, 15 years has been their career. The current 
members of Motion City Soundtrack, which formed in 1997, 
will play at The Blue Note Saturday. The group has matured 
through the years, but its shows are as popular as ever.

MU sophomore Sara Dennis says a huge attraction is 
the band’s stage presence. “They’re so fun, and they’re not 
afraid to be silly, and just as human beings they’re really cool 
guys,” she says. Dennis has seen the band live four times — 
the upcoming Columbia show will make five for her.

Motion City Soundtrack recently completed a tour 
of Indonesia and the Philippines but is returning to its 
Midwestern roots this spring with the group’s first show in 
Columbia since its 2008 appearance at The Blue Note.

Bassist Taylor credits the troupe’s longevity to Motion 
City Soundtrack’s vibrant stage presence. The band’s 
mantra, he says, is to have fun and not take itself too 
seriously, but things aren’t always that easy.

“You have to recognize the fact that you are going to 
want to kill each other every now and then, but that will go 
away,” Taylor says. 

The five members met in Minneapolis, Minn. Since then, 
they’ve produced three split EPs and five studio albums.

They got their first big break when their second album, 
Commit This To Memory, peaked at No. 2 on the 
Independent Albums chart, and Even if it 
Kills Me, their next album, entered at No. 
16 on the Billboard 200 and No. 1 on 
the Independent Albums chart.

Known for dark, soul-bearing 
lyrics against an upbeat rhythm 
section, Motion City Soundtrack 
has evolved over the years but has 
always hovered somewhere between 
pop-punk and power-pop. With 
punk tempos, prominent riffs and 
electronic underpinnings, it’s been 
compared to Jimmy Eat World and 
The Get Up Kids, but the band cites Jim 
Jarmusch, Frank Black and Ben Folds as 
influences. 

Go, the ensemble’s fifth full-length album, is a departure 
from the collective’s classic sound. Pierre’s dreamy vocals are 
light compared to the shout talk lyrics of I Am the Movie, 

the highly synthesized sound of Commit This to Memory, the 
throbbing quality of Even if it Kills Me and the hard edge 
of My Dinosaur Life. Still, punk elements persist. There 

are some stronger drum beats in a chorus or two and 
heavier guitars in songs such as “The Worst is Yet 

to Come.”
Go’s lyrics lean toward the dark and 

serious.  “It was definitely about just 
realizing that a huge chunk of life has 
passed, and you’re like, ‘Whoa,’ and you 
kind of throw on the breaks and look 
back at the memories,” Taylor says.

And more memory making is in the 
works. The band performs at Warped 

Tour this summer, and there will be more 
music and more shows to come.

For bands hoping to mirror Motion City 
Soundtrack’s longevity, Taylor’s advice is to 

enjoy the ride. 
“Be open with each other, and try to enjoy the 

experiences,” he says, “because it’s pretty incredible what 
you get to do.”

+ CLAIRE LANDSBAUM

Pop-punk veterans
are in it for the long haul

A lot has changed since 1997, but Motion City Soundtrack is still going strong. Although drummer Tony Thaxton (second from 
left) is retiring, the other members Jesse Johnson, Justin Pierre, Joshua Cain and Matt Taylor are sticking together. 

Motion City 
Soundtrack

WHERE: The Blue Note

WHEN: Saturday

COST: $15

CALL: 874-1944

ONLINE: 

thebluenote.com
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