
FRIDAY NIGHT EVENTS (GATES OPEN AT 5 P.M.) $40

Twenty-two-year-old up-and-comer 
Samantha Fish is wise beyond her years with 
a sound that seems to be plucked out of the 
1970s. This Kansas City native mixes a bit of 
boogie with jazz. Her sultry voice transports 
listeners to the late night jazz clubs of 
yesteryear.  +DV

SAMANTHA FISH
MISSOURI LOTTERY STAGE, 5:45 P.M.

The Travelin McCourys consists of two of 
the sons of bluegrass legend Del McCoury, 
Rob on banjo and Ronnie on mandolin. Jason 
Carter on !ddle and Alan Bertram on bass 
round out the band. The “one-man jam-band,” 
a nickname that comes from Keller Williams’ 
frequent use of looping, is sure to bring blues-
jazz-folk magic. This will be one of the fall 
festivals that will bring these artists together 
for a performance. +DV

KELLER WILLIAMS WITH THE 
TRAVELIN MCCOURYS
SHELTER INSURANCE STAGE, 6:15 P.M. 

ZZ Ward meshes a modern sound with 
a seemingly old-soul voice. Her bluesy 
vocals and hip-hop rhythms have 
delighted audiences at SXSW and 
other music festivals as well as her 
headline tour. Fairly new to the game 
with her debut album released in 2012, 
she has a well-produced style. +DV

ZZ WARD
SHELTER INSURANCE STAGE, 8 P.M.

Don’t want to wait until Friday to 
celebrate? Head downtown for U.S. 
Cellular’s opening event, which will 
preview local musicians. Grab a bite to 
eat and shop around The District. +KL

KICKOFF
THURSDAY
DOWNTOWN COLUMBIA, 6 P.M.
COST: FREE

NIKKI HILL
SHELTER INSURANCE STAGE, 9:45 P.M.

Can’t get enough of the blues? Hit up a 
high-energy after-hours show. The Flood 
Brothers will be joined by MU’s own 
Collegiate Shag Brass Band. +KL

AFTER PARTY AT MOJO’S
DOORS AT 9 P.M., SHOW AT 10 P.M.
COST: $5 OR FREE WITH FESTIVAL 
PASS

This Columbia-based trio has played together 
for more than 30 years. Their sound, a mix of 
blues and rock ‘n’ roll, is fronted by Dick Pruitt’s 
howling vocals and bolstered by Dave Pruitt’s 
guitar and Michael Cherry’s drums. +CL

THE BEL AIRS 
MISSOURI LOTTERY STAGE, 12:30 P.M.

SOME TRAIN YARD
SHELTER INSURANCE STAGE, 1:15 P.M.
“Interesting, handcrafted songs” make Some 
Train Yard stand out from the crowd, Steve 
Sweitzer says. Based in Colorado, the trio plays 
strictly acoustic music. The lineup is a mix 
of classic blues, country and folk covers, and 
original compositions. +CL

Members of Chump Change are blues veterans, 
experienced and settled into their full-bodied 
sound. The band’s true rhythm and blues style 
has made them well-known throughout the 
Midwest. Expect a more playful version of blues 
with a classic swing-era vibe. Steve Sweitzer 
calls the band “the elder statesmen of the 
Columbia blues music scene.” +CL

CHUMP CHANGE
MISSOURI LOTTERY STAGE, 1:45 P.M.

SATURDAY EVENTS (GATES OPEN AT NOON) $45

THE PINES
SHELTER INSURANCE STAGE, 2:30 P.M.
A lot of young musicians are “jumping on 
all fours into roots and blues music,” says 
Steve Sweitzer, and The Pines have done 
exactly that. Part of the larger American 
roots movement, it mixes acoustic folk, 
blues and country with new wave indie. +CL 

DON’T MISS A BEAT
Roots ’N’ Blues ’N’ BBQ Festival always brings a variety of musical acts to Columbia as well as 
community activities, delicious food and fun nightlife events. More than 20 bands will grace the 
stages in Stephens Lake Park this weekend. 

An icon of ’60s and ’70s blues-rock, Johnny 
Winter is seen as a living, breathing 
embodiment of blues music. He’s one of the 
original links between blues and rock ’n’ roll 
and carries on what he calls a Texas guitar 
tradition. His work ranges from easygoing 
acoustic country blues to electric guitar 
rock-infused songs, and his followers revere 
him. Johnny Winter “embodies blues music” 
with his vocals and guitar, Steve Sweitzer 
says. +CL

JOHNNY WINTER
MISSOURI LOTTERY STAGE, 5 P.M.

Nikki Hill has a stunning voice rooted in 
deep Southern soul. Her energy com-
bined with her raw vocals accompany her 
husband’s guitar stylings and make her a 
can’t-miss at any show. +DV

THE HATRICK
SHELTER INSURANCE STAGE, NOON

Fourth graders from 11 different local schools 
will take the stage. They spent a week learning 
blues history and writing their own songs. The 
students will perform their original songs with 
blues music educator TJ Wheeler. +KL

BLUES IN THE SCHOOLS 
STEPHENS LAKE PARK AMPHITHEATER, 
NOON
COST: FREE

This Missouri band’s claim to fame is 
“Stompgrass,” a blend of Midwest bluegrass 
music that involves everything from acoustic 
guitars to washboards. “There’s a twist on it 
that’s uniquely Missouri,” says Steve Sweitzer, 
owner of Thumper Entertainment. +CL

The long-distance tradition will continue 
this year and begin at its usual location in 
Flat Branch Park. All runners will receive 
free BBQ after the race, Michelob Ultra, 
T-shirt, commemorative medal and 50 
percent off their festival ticket. Runners 
can pick up their packets on Thursday at 
Wilson’s Total Fitness, 111 Orr Street, from 
2-7 p.m. +KL

HALF MARATHON AND 10K
HALF MARATHON AT 7:00 A.M. 
AND 10K AT 7:30 A.M.
COST: $45 FOR 10K; $55 FOR HALF 
MARATHON

PHOTOS BY OR COURTESY OF: JERRY MORAN; DREW
 GURIAN; SARAH BRICKER

By Claire Landsbaum, Kristi Luther, Cody Mroczka and Dani Vanderboegh

Americana Music Association’s 2008 
songwriting Lifetime Achievement Award-
winner John Hiatt has dabbled in New 
Wave, blues and country. His music has 
been covered by Paul Young, Willie Nelson 
and Bruce Springsteen. Together, this duo 
has more than 70 years of experience and 
more than 35 albums. +DV

JOHN HIATT & THE GONERS
MISSOURI LOTTERY STAGE, 9:15 P.M.

Grammy Award-winner Steve Earle has 
mastered rock, country and folk while 
working alongside legends such as 
Johnny Cash, Willie Nelson and Townes 
Van Zandt. +DV

STEVE EARLE & THE DUKES 
MISSOURI LOTTERY STAGE, 7:30 P.M.



SATURDAY EVENTS (GATES OPEN AT NOON) $45

BÉLA FLECK AND ABIGAIL WASHBURN
SHELTER INSURANCE STAGE, 4 P.M.
This banjo-plucking duet combines the talents 
of New York-born Fleck, one of the world’s most 
prominent banjo players, and Illinois-born, 
Nashville-based Washburn, known for her banjo 
and vocals. The pair specializes in using banjo 
in unusual contexts — think banjo-plus-rock or 
banjo-plus-traditional-Chinese-music. +CL

A classic example of Americana blues-rock 
with a pop undertone, New Jersey-based Blues 
Traveler has been around for more than 25 
years. Its beefy vocals and steady, multi-layered 
arrangements give it a mature sound, but the 
band is well-known for crowd interaction and a 
casual attitude at live performances. +CL

BLUES TRAVELER
MISSOURI LOTTERY STAGE, 7 P.M.

A psychedelic mixture of indie folk and rock, 
Phosphorescent’s trippy backbeats and dreamy 
vocals are the hipster’s version of roots and 
blues music. His newest album, Muchacho, is 
popular with the college-age crowd. Expect to be 
surrounded by !annel-wearing insiders who know 
all the words. +CL

PHOSPHORESCENT
SHELTER INSURANCE STAGE, 5:45 P.M.

Born in San Antonio, Escovedo moved to 
California but found his home when he 
returned to Austin with its eclectic musical 
mix. His honest vocals recall classic rock, 
but he also cites a heavy punk in!uence. 
“There will be a high incidence of face-
melting at the Alejandro performance,” 
Steve Sweitzer says. +CL

ALEJANDRO ESCOVEDO
SHELTER INSURANCE STAGE, 7:15 P.M.

The Black Crowes embody blues-based, 
Southern rock ’n’ roll. Around for more than 
20 years (minus a few hiatuses), they appeal 
to a wide age range and deliver energetic live 
performances. +CL

THE BLACK CROWES
MISSOURI LOTTERY STAGE, 9:15 P.M.

SUNDAY EVENTS (GATES OPEN AT NOON) $40

Music Maker Revue comprises eight elderly 
musicians who represent traditional Southern 
blues music. The legendary group is a part of 
the Music Maker Relief Foundation, which is 
dedicated to providing relief and funds for elderly 
blues musicians and producing quality music. The 
Revue has traveled the world and proves that older 
musicians can preserve the history and tradition of 
their beloved genre. +CM

MUSIC MAKER REVUE
MISSOURI LOTTERY STAGE, 12:30 P.M.

GOSPEL BRUNCH
GATES OPEN AT NOON, BRUNCH AT 12:30 P.M.
COST: FREE WITH FESTIVAL PASS
Broadway Christian Church presents gospel legend 
Mavis Staples in the "rst Gospel Brunch. Brunch 
vendors will be in Stephens Lake Park between the 
two main stages. +KL

Part musician and part educator, TJ Wheeler has 
been involved with the festival since its inception. 
Through the festival’s Blues in the Schools 
program, Wheeler has dedicated his career 
to Hope, Heroes and The Blues. The workshop 
program has educated more than 250,000 students 
of all ages on music diversity and acceptance. And 
he can play a dozen different instruments. +CM

TJ WHEELER
SHELTER INSURANCE STAGE, 12:30 P.M.

The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame-honored blues 
and gospel artist Mavis Staples makes her 
second straight appearance at the festival. 
Staples is known for her soulful lyrics that cast 
an optimistic light on some of society’s biggest 
issues. VH1 named this talented singer one of 
the 100 Greatest Women of Rock and Roll. +CM

MAVIS STAPLES
MISSOURI LOTTERY STAGE, 2:30 P.M.

Peter Parcek combines a blend of rock, soul, 
country and jazz with what he calls the “soul 
guitar.” Along with his band mates, Parcek 
produces a melodic and harmonic sound with 
traditional blues roots. Prepare for Parcek to 
bust out some riveting solos on his guitar. +CM 

PETER PARCEK 3
SHELTER INSURANCE STAGE, 2 P.M.

Formed in Los Angeles circa 2010, Vintage Trouble 
is a soul and rock ’n’ roll band with a dedicated 
international community of fans, known as the 
Trouble Makers. Vintage Trouble is known for an 
electric stage presence combined with a mix 
of tantalizing sounds. Its "rst album, The Bomb 
Shelter Sessions (2011), blew up iTunes and 
Amazon best-selling digital album charts. +CM

VINTAGE TROUBLE
MISSOURI LOTTERY STAGE, 4:15 P.M.

Hailing from Atlanta, the band gets its soul 
from its frontman, Danny “Mudcat” Dudeck. 
He plays the blues guitar, ukulele or a banjo 
for the high-energy, always-entertaining group. 
Prepare to be on your feet for their set. +CM

MUDCAT
SHELTER INSURANCE STAGE, 3:45 P.M.

BOCOMO RAMBLE
SHELTER INSURANCE STAGE, 5:30 P.M.
Made up of life-long friends and 
musicians (some from Columbia) Bocomo 
Ramble plays a mix of country and rock 
with a lot of Midwestern !air. Donning 
cowboy hats and rocking guitars, the band 
has a stage presence and live show that 
are tough to pass up. +CM

JIMMY CLIFF
MISSOURI LOTTERY STAGE, 6:15 P.M.
The Jamaican reggae legend Jimmy 
Cliff will be the "nal performance 
on the Missouri Lottery Stage. The 
world-renowned singer produced his 
"rst song at the age of 14 and has 
continued for nearly 40 years. He is 
widely recognized as one of the most 
important reggae artists and is a 
must-see for fans of the genre. +CM

TROMBONE SHORTY
SHELTER INSURANCE STAGE, 8:45 P.M.
Troy Andrews, better known as Trombone Shorty, 
began his music career in New Orleans at age 6. 
His songs have a New Orleans sound, and his band 
adds strings and brass. His music carries a ring that 
will leave the listener grinning. “One thing about 
Trombone Shorty’s music is it will make you very 
happy,” Steve Sweitzer says. +CL

PH
OT

OS
 B

Y 
OR

 C
OU

RT
ES

Y 
OF

: D
US

DI
N 

CO
ND

RE
N; 

RO
SS

 H
AL

FIN
; L

EE
 C

HE
RR

Y; 
KE

VIN
 W

. D
IN

GM
AN

; G
IN

O 
DE

PI
NT

O


